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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 September 2006 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following communication is in response to Applicant's appeal brief filed 29 
September 2006. 

Status of Claims 

2. Claims 1-6, 8-13 and 15-20 are currently pending. 

Response to Appeal 

3 . In view of the appeal brief filed on 29 September 2006, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. The new grounds of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1 . 1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1.132^pr 
other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 




ALEXANDER KAUNOWSKI 
SUPERVISORY RATE NT EXAMINER 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 1-6, 8-13 and 15-20 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. However upon further examination a new grounds of 
rejection has been made as set forth below. Therefore, claims 1-6, 8-13 and 15-20 stand rejected. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 18 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: Regarding 
claim 18, line 2, the word "send" should be changed to "sender." Claim 20, line 2, the word 
"send" should be changed to "sender." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 10 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Greenstein U.S. Patent 6,266,692. 
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Regarding claims 1 and 10, Greenstein discloses a method of preventing receipt by 
receivers of unwanted electronic mail messages sent by senders in a communication system, 
comprising: 

determining whether email to a particular receiver comprises valid message 
authentication code (MAC) information (column 3, lines 38-51; Examiner notes that the 
passcode is analogous to a message authentication code; Figure 3); 

filtering out at a gateway of the communication system email directed to the particular 
receiver that does not comprise valid MAC information (column 3, lines 53-67; Examiner notes 
that the message is routed to a holding tank when there is no passcode and emails not accepted 
are rejected and the unwanted email is purged); and 

providing the particular receiver with email directed to the particular receiver that 
comprises valid MAC information (column 3, line 38-51; Examiner notes that the when the 
passcodes match, the user may then retrieve the email from the database via the email client). 

Claims 17-20, further comprising determining if a particular sender is a registered sender 
of email to the particular receiver, wherein the particular sender becomes a registered sender by 
satisfying a requirement (column 2, lines 15-20; Examiner notes that all senders must be pre- 
approved and that individuals have unique passcodes; column 2, lines 59-64; Examiner notes that 
senders of the email who are not pre-approved can request approval). 
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Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2, 3 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Greenstein U.S. Patent 6,266,692 in view of Official Notice. 

Claim 2, Greenstein teaches establishing an address related to an address associated with 
the particular receiver which will inform the particular sender that the particular receiver desires 
that the particular sender be able to send email to the particular receiver; and establishing by the 
particular receiver key which is forwarded to the particular sender by the particular receiver to 
inform the sender that the sender is authorized to send email the receiver and is now a registered 
sender and for use by the sender whenever the sender wishes to send email to the receiver 
(column 3, lines 38-67; Examiner notes that the passcode is part of the address for sending the 
email; Figure 3). Greenstein fails to teach establishing a cookie which indicates to the particular 
receiver whether the particular sender has satisfied the requirement to allow the particular sender 
to become a registered sender. Official Notice is taken that cookies are old and well known in 
the computer arts. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Greenstein to include cookies 
because it allows for faster authentication of emails when communicating between computers. 
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Claims 3 and 11, Greenstein teaches generating a pseudorandom function with a keyed 
hash function using an input number comprising a unique serial number for use in generating an 
identifier for email between the sender and receiver (column 2, lines 25-42). 

10. Claims 4-6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15 and 16rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Greenstein U.S. Patent 6,266,692 in view of Official Notice in further view of Kirsch U.S. 
Patent 6,546,416. 

Claims 4-6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 15 and 16, Greenstein teaches a method of preventing receipt by 
receivers of unwanted electronic mail messages sent by senders in a communication system, 
comprising: determining whether email to a particular receiver comprises valid message 
authentication code (MAC) information (column 3, lines 38-51; Examiner notes that the 
passcode is analogous to a message authentication code; Figure 3). Greenstein fails to teach 
establishing an address comprises sending email from the particular receiver to the particular 
sender using public key encryption and determining whether the message has valid MAC 
information. Kirsch teaches a method and system for selectively blocking delivery of bulk 
electronic mail utilizing public key encryption as well as other encoding and encrypting 
algorithms (column 6, lines 51 thru column 7, line 12). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Greenstein in view of Official Notice with the 
public key encryption teachings of Kirsch because it allows for authenticating emails effectively 
when filtering emails with the motivation of removing unwanted emails. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 7,188,358 Hisada et aL Email Access Control Scheme for Communication Network 
Using Identification Concealment Mechanism. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefano Karmis whose telephone number is (571) 272-6744. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Respectfully Submitted 
Stefano Karmis a 
25 June 2007 



